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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

ITALY'S GREAT SERVICE 

Sir. — Allow me, as an old contributor, to express the grief and sur- 
prise by which I am overcome as I read your editorial, "The Old Year 
and the New," in the January North American Review, which has 
only reached me this morning. By an incomprehensible oversight (I 
am almost sure that it is not by any deliberate ill will) you ignore Italy 
as if it did not exist, and as if, in these four years of war, we had not 
cheerfully sacrificed 500,000 of our best and noblest children, killed 
outright, twelve billion dollars out of the twenty which form our 
meagre national capital, and suffered famine and privations such as no 
other nation has had to sustain. We Italians, the descendants of a 
civilization two thousand years old, are naturally aware of the melan- 
choly fact that gratitude is notoriously even rarer among nations than 
it is among individuals, and therefore demand only justice, nothing 
more, but nothing less. This justice you have denied us in your 
last Editorial. 

Imagine for sake of argument that on that fatal August, 1914, 
Italy's attitude had been different, that the Italian Government, as 
Signor Salandra once more pointed out yesterday to the Matin, had 
not assured France that her southeastern frontier was absolutely 
safe, imagine that Italy had not fearlessly and disinterestedly pro- 
claimed neutrality, no "Miracle of the Marne" could ever have been 
achieved, Paris would have been taken, France totally submerged under 
the Hunnish flood, and Great Britain, notwithstanding the Great Fleet, 
invaded and conquered. The war would thus have ended long before 
the United States dreamed of intervention, and then you would have 
had to face alone the overpowering might of a victorious and truculent 
Teutonic autocracy. Later, on May 25, 191 5, when Italy entered 
the war, the fortunes of the Allies were at their lowest ebb, and by 
her attack, Italy saved Russia and prevented the whole of the Teutonic 
forces from falling upon the British and the French armies, then in 
the most critical of conditions. Italy, whom you ignore, had saved 
the world for a second time, at a moment when America took only 
a very languid interest in "the European squabble." And finally, on 
November 11, 1918, "the Day of Days in the World's modern History 
. . . Germany surrended," only because Italy, whom you ignore, had 
on October 27-28, 1918, utterly routed and broken all the Austrian army 
at the great battle of Vittorio Veneto, and by opening the road to 
Germany's undefended southern frontier, had convinced the Teutons 
of their irreparable defeat. 



570 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW 

I repeat it once more: we Italians demand justice and nothing 
but justice, and it would be well that our friends in America, in Great 
Britain and especially in France, should not attempt to belittle or still 
less forget the paramount importance of Italy's generous actions and 
the value of Italy's selfless sacrifices. 
Rome. Litta Visconti Arese. 

[The Duke Litta- Visconti-Arese needs, as he himself gracefully 
intimates, no assurance that our omission of special mention of Italy 
in the article named was not due to ill will, which, we beg to say, it 
would be impossible for us to feel for his gallant nation and our 
chivalrous Ally. To that fact the pages of this Review bear eloquent 
witness. To go back no further than July of last year, we then 
published an article relating largely to Italy, " Delenda est Austria," 
from the accomplished pen of our present correspondent himself. In 
August, " The Bersaglieri of the Sea," by Captain Vannutelli ; in Oc- 
tober, " To a Friend in Rome," by Anne C. E. Allinson ; and in De- 
cember, " Venice at War," by Gertrude Slaughter. In addition we 
have frequently expressed editorial appreciation of Italy's participa- 
tion in the war and the keenest sympathy with her efforts, now hap- 
pily attaining success, for the redemption of Italia Irredenta. If the 
exigencies of space forbade special mention of Italy, and of other 
worthy themes, in " The Old Year and the New," we may at least 
gladly testify that the record of Italy's achievements in the Old Year 
is secure, and that the promise of her reaping their full fruition in 
the New Year is assured. — Editor.] 

THOUGHTS ON SOCIALISTIC ROTTENNESS 

Sir, — You saw in the platform of the British Labor Party, among 
other things, " Free entrance of foodstuffs ;" in the Peace Proposals of 
American Labor, " No export of goods not made in factories ;" and 
lastly in the Wilson Peace Proposals, A Representative of Labor on the 
International Board. But you did not see anything about a Farmer's 
Representative, because it isn't there. And if it had not been for Mr. 
Hoover, there would not have been any show for "the men that 
raised the food to win the war " in the general scramble for everybody 
else's dollar now going on. 

Labor, loud-mouthed, domineering, threatening, and irresponsible, 
does not contain the majority of American citizens ; but it is well on the 
way to, and then — the Deluge. Once we had a fair working majority 
of agriculturists ; now we have lost it, and with it the conservative bal- 
ance of power. Let labor begin dictating the future of farmers, and 
there will not be any farmers. How is England going to revivify her 
agriculture if the price of everything she raises is controlled by Argen- 
tina, but every article of manufacture is raised to the nth price by ar- 
bitrary labor exactions? We can see the situation very well, looking 
across the Atlantic. It is precisely the same here. Labor may be 
down-trodden, but it is quite attractive enough to empty the farms 
adjacent to the great industries. The Indians tilled more of Rhode 
Island than Americans do. They tilled more of Connecticut and Mass- 
achusetts. Stop the importation of foreign agriculturists, and see 
where the milk and butter and eggs will come from. Can any sane man 



